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SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING  
EXCELLENCE FOR ALL



DISCOVER A NEW WORLD OF OPPORTUNITIES

Our aim is to become a world-class centre of excellence in science and engineering education for 
girls and boys aged 14 to 19.

Our students will be well known for having the skills, attitudes, behaviours, knowledge and 
experience that the world’s leading employers are looking for. You will be well connected with our 
industry partners; locally based national and international organisations such as UK Atomic Energy 
Authority, RM Education and MINI Plant Oxford, which will give you access to great opportunities 
for employment and sponsorship.

Lead sponsor

All information in this guide is correct at the time of going to print (October 2015) but may be subject to change.

UTC Oxfordshire - Home of the BLOODHOUND SSC Headquarters
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SIXTH FORM

In our Sixth Form, flexibility is at the heart of our approach. 
You can study A-levels, a vocational qualification in 
engineering or science, or a combination of both A-levels and 
vocational qualifications.

You decide on your study programme at UTC 
Oxfordshire, using a blend of:

 » Up to 4/5 A-levels on their own 

 » An engineering or science BTEC 

 » A-levels and a suitable size BTEC 

Programme Level 3

Who for? Students with good GCSEs, at 
least five at grade A*-C including English, 
mathematics and science.

How long do they last? Usually two years, 
although some students may choose to 
complete their studies after Year 12 with the 
qualifications they have gained.

What can they lead to? University, 
employment or a higher apprenticeship.

Subjects
Biology, chemistry, computer science, further 
mathematics, mathematics, physics and product 
design A-levels

All of the subjects offered by UTC Oxfordshire are 
highly regarded, both by high-tech employers and 
universities. Physics, mathematics, computer 
science and product design are key underpinning 
subjects across engineering and science courses.

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 

This gives huge scope to work with our industry 
partners and also to pursue your own interests. 
It is equivalent to an AS-level and is valued by 
university admissions tutors.

The EPQ can take the form of a manufactured 
product, an academic dissertation or a scientific 
investigation.

Professional qualifications

During your time at UTC Oxfordshire you will have 
the opportunity to complete a number of professional 
qualifications from the suite of:

 » Laboratory and Associated Technical Activities 
(LATA) 

 » SolidWorks and Autodesk accreditations

Progression

Entry Study at UTC Oxfordshire Progression
Five GCSEs A*-C

including English
and mathematics

Level 3 programme 
  
1-5 A-levels  

BTEC Level 3 diploma / extended  diploma  

Blended A-levels and BTEC

Extended Project Qualification

Higher education
Employment
Higher apprenticeship

Employment
Advanced apprenticeship

James Ostridge, Jaguar Land Rover Apprentice 

Following a competitive process, Year 12 UTC 
Oxfordshire student James Ostridge secured an 
apprenticeship with Jaguar Land Rover for September 
2016.

Throughout his apprenticeship, James will be working 
on new cars in a Jaguar Land Rover dealership in 
Oxford as a Mechanical Technician. He will travel 
to Birmingham at key points throughout the year to 
complete specialised training. The course is two years 
in total, with the option of staying on for another year 
and then the ultimate aim of securing a full-time job 
once he is qualified.

Speaking about his time at UTC Oxfordshire, James 
said:  “When I first came to the UTC I didn’t really 
know what aspect of engineering I wanted to focus 
on, but it has helped me realise the mechanical side 
is what I am most passionate about.

“I have really enjoyed my time at UTC Oxfordshire 
and it helped me with the application process for 
the apprenticeship as I already have some good 
engineering knowledge, which went down very well 
with Jaguar Land Rover.”
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WHAT’S DIFFERENT ABOUT UTCs?

 » UTC Oxfordshire is a University Technical College. 
There are more than 30 UTCs open across England. 
Over 50 will have opened by 2018.

 » UTCs are free to attend and open to everyone. You 
can join us in the Sixth Form in years 12 or 13.

 » UTCs are academies driven by employers and 
specialising in the skills and knowledge that young 
people need for successful careers.

 » Our university and employer partners guide the UTC 
curriculum, provide access to specialist facilities and 
expertise and lead real-life business challenges that 
bring the learning to life.

 » Our BTEC specialisms are science and engineering, 
which can be studied separately or combined with 
our A-level programme.  

 » UTCs are sponsored by universities and supported 
by leading employers. Our lead sponsors are: 
Activate Learning, MINI Plant Oxford, RM, Royal 
Holloway University of London, the UK Atomic 
Energy and University of Reading.

 » UTCs combine academic and technical learning. We 
use our longer opening hours to give you the best 
of both worlds: a strong core of A-level and BTEC 
subjects plus the technical skills employers want. 

 » Strong pastoral support at the heart of the UTC. You 
will have a personal tutor, regular careers information 
and work towards individual targets that will bring out 
your potential.

WHAT COULD BE ON YOUR CV?

FF
Led science 

and engineering 

workshops in a 

primary school

FF
Won an award 

for outstanding 

leadership skills

FF
Led a team in a 

BLOODHOUND SSC 

challenge 

FF
Designed an App for 

a local charity helping 

dementia sufferers

FF
Produced a multi-

media campaign for 

students about the 

norovirus

FF
Designed and 3D 

printed a working 

robotic arm

FF
Designed and built a 

working quadcopter

WHAT COULD BE ON YOUR CV?
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EMPLOYABILITY PASSPORT PROJECTS 

The main difference between UTC Oxfordshire and staying 
on at a school sixth form or college is the involvement of our 
employer partners and universities. Throughout your time at 
UTC Oxfordshire you will be set employability passport projects. 
These projects showcase issues faced by businesses or 
university researchers.
  
Experts from one of our partners will brief you on the project 
requirements, why it matters and what your constraints are. For 
the next few weeks we will harness ideas and skills from the 
different subjects you are studying to help with the project. All 
the time you’ll be picking up the skills and knowledge you need 
to pass your exams, but doing it in the context of a real world 
problem. At the end of the project, the employer or university 
experts will come back in to give feedback on what you have 
done.

Example: Virus challenge

1

2

3

4

Teachers across a wide range of 
subjects would work together to 
help you respond:

Product design: Using engineering 
techniques, design an automated 
dispenser. 

Maths: Modelling virus spread and the 
probability of getting ill.

Biology: How viruses spread.

Chemistry: How to block viruses from 
entering the body.

Computer Science: Designing a 
heathy lifestyle App.

Study a dangerous virus and how it 
spreads

Decide what the authorities should 
do about it 

Design and 3D print a device to 
deliver a vaccination dose

Plan a campaign to help young 
people avoid getting the virus

EMPLOYABILITY PASSPORT PROJECTS 
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Tweet your own questions 

@utcoxfordshire 
or email 

enquiries@utcoxfordshire.org.uk

YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED
IN LESS THAN 40 CHARACTERS!

Is there a uniform?

Business dress code 

Where would I go after UTC?

University or higher apprenticeship

 When can you join?

Either year 12 or 13

Is there strong pastoral support?

Yes, led by your own personal tutor

What are the hours?

8.30am to 5pm, Monday to Friday

Do I have to pay to join the UTC? 

No, it is free 

Is Government funding confirmed?

Yes, we have a funding agreement

What will the atmosphere be like?

Professional business environment

Where is it?

Great Western Park, Harwell

Is there an exam to get in?

No, the UTC is open to everyone

Are there other UTCs?

70 open or approved www.utcolleges.org

Do universities know about UTCs?

Yes, all UTCs are backed by a university

Is there homework?

No, independent learning is built into the day

What’s the main difference?

Employers set projects and provide experts

PICTURE YOURSELF AT THE UTC

Dressed for business

Doing projects set by  

industry

Meeting industry experts

Using worldclass facilitiesUsing specialist equipment

Setting targets with my  

tutor

Explore STEM BOX Challenge 
with Royal Holloway  
University of London 

Testing a UAV

Discovering robotics

YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED
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Lead sponsor

UTC Oxfordshire

Greenwood Way

Harwell, Didcot

OX11 6BZ

E: enquiries@utcoxfordshire.org.uk

W: www.utcoxfordshire.org.uk

@UTCOxfordshire   

/UTCOxfordshire


