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This report details our arrangements for admitting and engaging with SEND learners.  The report complies 
with section 69 of the Children and Families Act 2014 and regulation 51 and schedule 1 to the Special 
Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014, where appropriate.  This report also complies with 
section 6 of the Special educational needs and disability code of practice: 0 to 25 years. The report also 
provides information as to the plan prepared by the governing body or proprietor under paragraph 3 of 
schedule 10 to the Equality Act 2010. 

The information published is normally updated annually however any changes to the information occurring 
during the year will be updated as soon as possible. 

 

Name and contact details of the SEN co-ordinator 

The SENDCO is .Julie White-Zamler (jwhitezamler@utcoxfordshire.org.uk).  According to the school’s 

SEN policy, when young people or parents have concerns regarding pupils with special educational 

needs and their provision they should contact the Principal Samantha Knowlton 

(sknowlton@utcoxfordshire.org.uk).  

 
The kinds of special educational needs for which provision is made at the school 

UTC Oxfordshire provides a number of provisions for pupils with SEN. The school has proportionately 

high percentage of students with SEN (60% at KS4 and 32% at KS5) compared with the UK national 

average and also 6% of students at KS4 have an EHCP, compared to a national average of 3.1%. It 

is important to note that the majority of students do not arrive at the UTC with either an EHCP or a 

diagnosis of SEN and that this comes as a result of the rigorous transition screening in place. 

Please see the attached Whole School SEN Profile for details of the needs in the UTC for this 

academic year. 

 

At the Universal Level  

 Quality-first teaching is provided with appropriate, targeted differentiation in place according to student 
need.  

 Additional adult class support is provided in our core subjects of English, Mathematics, Science and 
Engineering where appropriate to complement and enhance the work of the class teacher. 

 We have reduced class sizes where appropriate and the use of small group work. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/section/69
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/1530/regulation/51/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/1530/schedule/1/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/1530/schedule/1/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/schedule/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/schedule/10


 Our teachers and support staff are trained by experts  on how to address SEN needs (common to 
the typical cohorts at UTC Oxfordshire) during regular CPD training sessions throughout the school 
year and the SENCo offers support to address progress concerns when requested. 

 We have clear curriculum pathways which consist of curriculum combinations that are carefully 

planned to ensure that students’ study subjects delivered in a way that makes them accessible and 

delivered in a way that is relevant to them. 

At the Targeted Level 

Targetted provision is provided to groups with common needs where appropriate through targeted, time-

limited programmes.  

We provide targeted interventions for groups of students with similar needs. For example, students 

with communication and interaction and social emotional and mental health needs take part in 

weekly group sessions dealing with anxiety, anger, social confidence and resilience. Students with 

literacy based difficulties are provided with specialist support to address their weaknesses and 

improve their reading age and confidence and fluency with reading and also given help with 

formulating pieces of writing – this is in place of English Literature.  

 

In addition, groups of students that need specialist classroom intervention have a student profile 

which details the specific support they need within the classroom as well as external agency and 

specialised support they are receiving.  

At a Personalised Level 

All students are screened on entry for key SEN and those who have literacy skills which may affect 

their access to public examinations are assessed for access arrangements. 

Students identified as having high SEN needs receive bespoke interventions delivered by pastoral 

support team, who are trained by CAMHS, and a clinical counselling team, who support students to 

develop their basic skills of self-regulation and resilience which underpin readiness for learning. We 

also provide learning mentoring and structured consolidation sessions for academic subjects (core) 

which enable students to address issues with accurate recall and organisation and organisation of 

learning. Progress of SEN students who have interventions is tracked using the 

Plan/Assess/Review cycle and changes implemented as appropriate. Data tracking monitors 

progress of SEN students and this is compared with students with no SEN. 

We also offer link with local providers to offer Alternative Provision for students, who struggle to 

access and maintain engagement with a mainstream engagement. 

EHCP applications are made for students who struggle to make progress and who require 

sustained and complex support to ensure that they receive a bespoke support programme and that 

they can access appropriate provision up to and including the age of 25. 

Local offer and support services 

The OCC local offer for SEN students https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/children-education-

and-families/education-and-learning/special-educational-needs-and-disability-local-offer 

Alternative Provision directory: https://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/alternative-provision-

directory#main-content 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/children-education-and-families/education-and-learning/special-educational-needs-and-disability-local-offer
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/children-education-and-families/education-and-learning/special-educational-needs-and-disability-local-offer
https://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/alternative-provision-directory#main-content
https://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/alternative-provision-directory#main-content


We involve health and social service bodies, local authority support services and voluntary 

organisations, in meeting the needs of pupils with special educational needs and in supporting the 

families of such pupils through the EHA and TAF process. We have been trained by the LCSS team 

to lead multi agency meetings and co-ordinate provision for    

Specific Support Services Involved:  

Bryony Landsbert – Educational Psychologist  

SENSS – Communication and Interaction Team 

The SAFE Project  

CAMHS – Oxford Health 

OSARCC and Horizon – Oxford Health 

Back on Track  

Alternative Provision Settings 

Heros Horse Farm 

ACE Training – Pre-apprenticeship programme 

SOFEA – Workskills placement  

Arrangements for the admission and transition of disabled pupils 

On entry to the College, new students are screened for baseline cognitive ability scores (which 

indicate uneven profiles associated with SEN), needs in literacy and also complete a baseline SEMH 

assessment looking in particular at indicators of self-esteem and of communication and interaction 

difficulties. Files from previous schools are read and information contained therein are processed and 

used to build a picture of need according to the SEN categories. Transition meetings are held in the 

June/July prior to the new academic year starting with parents and students with SEN needs to ensure 

that we have a full picture of both needs and successful provision that has been offered in a prior 

setting. Disabled students and students with medical issues are logged and medical notices made for 

all staff and plans are made to ensure students receive support appropriate to their specific need. 

When appropriate external agencies (like SENSS Physical Disability assessment team or the Elective 

Home Education Services or SENDIASS) are involved at the transition stage. 

EHCP applications are made for Post 16 study to ensure students leaving the UTC are prepared for 

adulthood and independent living.   

Steps taken to prevent disabled pupils from being treated less favourably than other pupils 

We have a pastoral curriculum and tutor time programme that ensures that we have a culture which 

does not permit students with SEN or who are disabled from being treated less favourably than 

other students. We have strict policies to prevent bullying and these are reinforced by the Head of 

Year team and reinforced by the Leadership Team. A structured tutor time programme focuses on 

developing key skills for positive emotional health and on helping students take action when they 

are struggling with their emotional, mental and social development.  Our teaching and support team 

are trained on how to ensure they listen and take views of children with SEN and pastoral support 

workers, trained by CAMHS in-reach services provide therapeutic interventions to ensure students 



are listened to and their views reflected back to teachers to ensure that the educational experience 

they receive is of relevance and accessible to them.  
 

The arrangements for consulting and working with parents of young people with special 
educational needs in assessing and reviewing progress towards outcomes 

We engage our students’ parents/carers in assessing and reviewing the progress of their children 

with special educational needs. As part of our transition work we offer meetings with parents at 

which we seek to understand our students’ needs and a minimum of three further parents meetings 

take place each year at which views on students’ progress and the support package is taken into 

consideration. 
 
The arrangements for consulting young people with special educational needs about, and involving 
them in, their education 

We meet with students following SEN screening to establish their needs and to help them understand their 
barriers to learning and what actions they can take to address these during their learning. They take part in 
regular meetings regarding their progress throughout the school year and they are instrumental in deciding 
which interventions will help them. 

 

The facilities provided to help disabled pupils to access the school  

We have a fully functioning lift which helps pupils move around the College site. We provide all 
students with a chrome book to ensure they can have access to immersive readers and dictation 
software. 

 
Actions to increase the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the school’s curriculum 

All staff have been trained on difficulties common in the UTC cohort (this year’s CPD fous has been 

Mental Health (anger, low mood, anxiety, dysregulation) and communication and interaction 

difficulties and weak literacy skills: reading text and also expressing ideas in a written form. In each 

case specialist expertise is secured both to deliver training and also is involved with creating 

bespoke plans for students with high level needs. We offer a broad and balanced curriculum and 

within class support is used to support the teacher’s differentiation to ensure the learning accessible 

for pupils with SEN. For students that struggle to attend full time class based learning bespoke 

pastoral and academic support plans are written defining student needs and the matching 

interventions and also detailing the clear length and purpose/aim of the intervention. 

Improving the physical environment of the school for the purpose of increasing the extent to which 
disabled pupils are able to take advantage of education and benefits, facilities and services 
provided or offered by the school 

SEN and Vulnerable students are all encouraged to take advantage of all our benefits and services. 

All pupils receive a laptop with immersive reading and dictation software and also have access to 

Reader Pens for public exam access. 

Improving the delivery to disabled pupils of information which is readily accessible to pupils who 
are not disabled 

All students are encouraged to take part in all activities and those who struggle to do so are 

provided with personalised support either at an individual or a family level to ensure their needs are 

addressed.  
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